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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Examiner has included the entire body of patents pertaining to snoop filters (also 
known in the art as a coherency filter) that are not commonly assigned. 

Of all the references cited, only two make a specific mention of a snoop 
(coherency) filter that is comprised of a cache. 

The first; Gaither, US PGPUB 2002/0073281, states in paragraph 41 that a 
coherency filter is a data-less cache. Gaither further states that when a processor 
makes a memory request, the coherency filter stores all the information about the cache 
line except the data itself (coherency information, tag, processors which have a copy 
etc). Gaither makes no mention of what is done when lines are replaced in one or more 
processor caches, nor does Gaither distinguish between processor action types. Since 
at least one of these limitations is present in independent claims 1,10 and 14. The 
present application is found allowable over Gaither in view of these limitations when 
combined with the other specified limitations. 

___jhe=seGond;.Bhelps,.US.Ratent5,966J.29^discloses-an=interest 
within the snoop filter (figure 4 element 324). Phelps discloses the means of updating 
the interest cache is performed via a page scrubber as detailed in column 7 line 49 
through column 8 line 29. This teaches away from applicants disclosed invention, since 
updates are generated via an internal mechanism, and not in response to transaction 
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performed by a processor. Therefore applicant's invention is found allowable over 
Phelps. 

Since these two references are the only prior art of record that disclose a snoop 
filter comprised of a cache, applicant's claimed invention is found allowable over the 
prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul A Baker whose telephone number is (703)305- 
3304. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mano Padmanabhan can be reached on (703)306-2903. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding ttie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direGt.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Buaifitess Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). Jl 
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